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I came across this clipping from a Newark, New Jersey newspaper and, 
noting the Southard name, | decided to figure out who Samuel R. Southard and 
Phoebe Southard were. Making the incorrect assumption that they were a married 
couple was easy enough to discount as no couple with those names from the mid- 
19 century was in my records or found in online searches. But in my records, I did 
find the Bible Record of Samuel R. Southard that is held by the Genealogical Society of 
New Jersey. Coupled with a copy of Ralph K. Potter’s 1974 book Early Southards of 
New York and New Jersey! and adding some original research, it was easy to 
identify the Samuel R. Southard that helped to found the church in 1848 that became 
the New York Avenue Reformed Church of Newark by 1908. 


Samuel Rickey Southard was born in 1809 in or around Basking Ridge, N.J. 
His father was Lott Southard (9 February 1776-17 September 1864) who was the 
elder brother of the famous statesman Samuel L. Southard, once Governor of New 
Jersey, Federal Senator, and Secretary of the Navy (amongst several other posts). 
Samuel’s mother was Sally Rickey (1789-31 December 1852), hence his middle 
name of Rickey. Samuel’s paternal grandparents were the US Congressman Henry 
Southard and Sarah Lewis of Basking Ridge. 


Samuel married three times with his first wife being Agnes Heath who was 
born in 1809 in New York. They were married in the early 1830s. They hada 
daughter named Sarah Jane born in Bernardsville, Somerset County, New Jersey 
during 1833. Agnes died in Newark on 15 October 1835 (according to the Bible) and 
was buried for almost two decades in an unidentified cemetery but was removed to 
the centrally-located family plot, lot 2 in section O, at the Mount Pleasant Cemetery 
in Newark on 19 April 1854. That cemetery opened -Fy 7a 
on the west bank of the Passaic River in rural 
Newark during 1844 and is now at 375 Broadway. 
To qualify as a rural cemetery several requirements 
had to be met: beautiful landscaping, winding paths 
and carriageways, and a profusion of grave markers. 
Mt. Pleasant's park-like setting included horse 
chestnuts, dogwoods, sycamores, lindens and maples. 


Their daughter Sarah Jane married Cephas Mills Woodruff in 1852 and had 
five children. On 29 June 1882 Sarah and Cephas were in Sayreville, Middlesex 
County, traveling near Parker’s Creek when their carriage was struck while 
crossing a set of railroad tracks. The force of the impact of the locomotive killed 
Cephas almost immediately with Sarah Jane receiving injuries severe enough to 


1 Both sources are available in my online genealogical collection at https://archive.org/details/surnames-southard 

2 Mt. Pleasant Still Stands as Monument to Glories of the Past, History and Landscape, Knowing Newark, Newark 
Public Library (22 April 1999). URL: https://knowingnewark.npl.org/mt-pleasant-still-stands-as-monument-to-glories- 
of-the-past/ 


lead to her death six weeks later, on 16 August 1882 in Morristown, Morris 
County, New Jersey. Both were buried in Mount Pleasant Cemetery. 


Samuel married his second wife around 1836. This was Alphascene Heath, 
the sister of his first wife. She gave birth to a son, Samuel Newton Southard on 7 
August 1837 but unfortunately bother mother and son died that same day. They 
were buried in the family plot in Mount Pleasant Cemetery. 


His third wife was Lydia D. Gibb who was born in New Jersey around 1813. 
They married around 1840 and went on to have four children: 


Samuel Henry Southard: born 1841; died 2 November 1869, Newark. 
Elizabeth A Southard: born 1844; died January 1926 

James Lott Southard: born January 1846; reverend; died March 1906 
John Ward Southard: died 27 January 1851. 


Lydia died 8 May 1880 in Morris County and was laid to rest among her 
predecessors in the family plot at Mount Pleasant Cemetery. Samuel passed away in 
May 1886 and soon took his place in the family plot. He was buried with all three of 
his wives and several of his children, the number of this last is uncertain. The family 
plot has all of the family members already written about, save for Samuel’s parents 
who are buried in the Basking Ridge Presbyterian Cemetery, plus four unknowns: 


Alphonas Southard b. 1827 d. 19 April 1854 
Susan A. Southard b. unknown d. 17 May 1857 
Jane W. Southard b. unknown d. May 1942 
Lydia Southard b. unknown d. June 1964 


The Bible of Samuel R. Southard contains a list deaths reproduced below with 
the relationship to the owner of the Bible, if known, is given: 


Susan Southard 17 May 1857 unknown 
Agnes Southard 15 October 1835 1st wife 
Alphascene Southard 7 August 1837 2nd wife 
Samuel Newton Southard 7 August 1837 son 

John Ward Southard 27 January 1851 son 
Samuel Henry Southard 2 November 1869 son 

Lydia D. my wife 8 May 1880 3rd wife 
Sarah Jane Southard 16 August 1882 daughter 
Samuel R Southard 4 May 1886 our subject 
James Lott Southard 17 March 1906 son 


What of the second Southard to be named as a founding member of the 
Second Reformed Church - Phoebe Southard? She has proved quite illusive and to 
date, this author has been unable to identify her. 


As for the Second Reformed Church, the Newark Public Library has this concise history: : 


Second Reformed has had several different existences. It was built as a Reformed 
house of worship, became a Catholic Church, served as a social/community 
center, and again became a Protestant church. Located at Ferry and McWhorter 
streets, the church in recent years briefly housed the city's only glockenspiel. In 
1848, Second Refomed's congregation decided to establish a Sabbath School for 
Bible instruction east of the New Jersey Railroad Penn Station in what was then 
the Ironbound section of the city's Fifth Ward. On April 28, 1848, the Classis of 
Bergen granted the petitioners permission to form a new church. The cornerstone 
was laid September 25, 1848, with the structure completed and dedicated on May 
8, 1849. It is brick, 47 by 76 feet, with a tower. The front facade includes a wide 
porch with a double set of flanking columns, and a central bell tower of brick over 
the central door. The original tower had a long louvered belfry at its base and a 
needle-like spire with tiny lights. The walls were thick and supported by pilasters. 
Originally, the interior molding reflected a classical simplicity and a focal point 
of the interior was the artificial apse and heavy wood organ loft projecting over 
the pews in the rear. The extensive use of marble and installation of historic 
ceiling murals were added in the 1980s and in 1990, when the church was 
remodeled for use as a social service agency. Today the site is being returned to 
its original purpose as a house of worship. Perhaps its most unique feature is the 
fact that America's first saint, Mother Cabrini, taught Sunday school in the 
basement of the former Dutch Reformed building when it was still a Catholic 
church. 


Samuel was an elder of the Church on 1 November 1849 when his signature 
appears on a letter sent on that date to Gustavus Abeel and is part of the holdings of 
the New Jersey Historical Society which provides this information online about the 
letter:* 


The letter addressed to Gustavus Abeel was a call to become pastor, preach, 
issues sacraments, and educate the youth of the church, that was issued by 
the Reformed Dutch Church of Newark. The letter stipulated two sermons on 
Sundays and one weekly lecture, for the initial salary of $1000. This letter was 
dated November 1, 1849, and signed by Deacon Simpson Vanness and elders 
Samuel R. Southard and Nathan Cravell. 


Reverend Abeel would serve the church from 1850 to 1854. 
From the website Newark Religion, we are told:5° 


The New York Avenue Reformed Church, formerly the Second Reformed Church 
was organized on May 23, 1848 by members of the First Reformed Church. The 


3 Dutch Reformed Church: The Years of Its Power and Glory, History and Landscape, Knowing Newark, Newark 
Public Library (26 March 1998). URL: https://knowingnewark.npl.org/dutch-reformed-church-the-years-of-its-power- 
and-glory/ 

4 Manuscript Group 959, John Nelson Abeel and Gustavus Abeel Papers, Box 1, Folder 7, The New Jersey Historical 
Society. 

5 New York Avenue (Second) Reformed Church, Newark Religion. URL: 
https://newarkreligion.com/reformed/secondnewyorkaverdc.php 


first meetings were held in a small chapel on McWhorter Street, near Ferry 
Street, and were conducted by Rev. George R. Williamson. The cornerstone of 
the church at the corner of Ferry and McWhorter Streets was laid on 
September 25, 1848, with the dedication being held on May 8, 1849. In 1857 an 
addition for a Sunday School was built. The church building was sold to Our 
Lady of Mr. Carmel Roman Catholic Church in 1889. The congregation moved 
to anew chapel on Pacific Street in 1888 and the cornerstone was laid on 
October 6, 1891. The dedication was held on December 5, 1892. The debt of the 
new church was paid off by Christmas Day in 1895. Merged with North 
Reformed Church in 1940 


From: Social Services Directory of Newark 1912 


Church gives material aid to its own poor who are members, and in exceptional 
cases to nonmembers. Missions are maintained by the church both in Newark 
and in East Newark; also a visiting nurse. A variety of industrial classes, clubs 
for men and boys, a Young Women's Guild, and many other kinds of work are 
conducted under the auspices of the church. 


From this group, the following photograph from 1897 was obtained. 


THE NEW YORK AVENUE REFORMED CHURCH, 


Looking at period maps of the area showed that the church was not on New 
York Avenue but at the intersection of East Mechanic, Ferry, and McWhorter Streets! 
The two maps below, 1874 and 18839, are also from Newark Religion. 
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The building pictured on the first page and page 5 served as the New York 
Avenue Reformed Church from 1891 until the congregation merged with the North 
Reformed Church in 1940. They sold the original building in 1889 and built a new 
one at Pacific and New York Avenue, which was ready 
for occupancy in 1891. 


The North Church had suffered a devastating fire 
in 1931 and they welcomed the additional income this 
merger would bring while the New York Avenue Church 
enjoyed their refurbished facilities at 510 Broad Street. 


So what of the building that Samuel R. Southard 
was familiar with? The small chapel mentioned above 
was located on McWhorter Square and had three distinct 
mailing addresses: 111 McWhorter Street, 26 East 
Mechanic Street (now Edison Place), and 35 Ferry Street. 
In fact, it still exists and remains a church today. The two 
pictures at the top of the next page show the small chapel 
as it looked after being purchased by the Roman Catholic 
Church in 1889 when it became the Church of Our Lady 
of Mount Carmel. As is seen in the photograph on the left, 
the exuberance that is characteristic of many Catholic churches was imposed on the 
small chapel. The photograph on the right is of a much more recent time, probably 
the 1970s judging by the automobiles in the shot. 


Today the structure still functions as a 
ee church and, architecturally, has returned to a 
CARMEL, NEWARK. somewhat more sedate appearance reflecting its 
heritage as the Second Reformed Church. The 
Assembleia des Deus Misiones, reflective of the neighborhood’s changing 
demographics, at 176 Edison Place, is a member church of the Assembly of God. 


3: North Reformed Church 
510 Broad Street 


lronbound section 


AMM waEyoort 


of 
Newark, N.J. 


Mount Pleasant Cemetery 
is on the river approximately 
1 mile north of the 
North Reformed Church 
1: Second Reformed Church 
111 McWhorter Street 


2: NY Ave Reformed Church 
36 Pacific Street 


As you can see, the distances between the three church structures is measured in 
blocks, not miles. All are within, or very nearly within, Newark’s famous, or 
infamous, Ironbound section (an area the author lived in briefly during 1980, when 
he was asked to be the caretaker of an empty convent - long story). 


